The Hon Ray Williams MP

Member for Castle Hill
Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier and Western Sydney

MEDIA RELEASE

21 October 2022

WELLBEING NURSES DELIVER VITAL SCHOOL SUPPORT
ACROSS CASTLE HILL

Students across Castle Hill are being provided with critical school-based health and
wellbeing support, as part of a $46.8 million NSW Government investment.

Member for Castle Hill Ray Williams MP said School Wellbeing Nurses play a critical
role in identifying the health and social needs of students and their families, and then
supporting and connecting them with the services they need.

“Having readily available health and wellbeing support is critical for children and young
people, and we know our wellbeing nurses are making a big difference to the lives of
students across Castle Hill,” Mr Williams said

Minister for Mental Health Bronnie Taylor said 87 highly trained wellbeing nurses are
now providing care and support to students in around 300 rural, regional and
metropolitan schools across the state.

“In 2021-22, more than 3,400 primary and secondary school students were seen by a
wellbeing nurse, with the majority of students living in rural and regional NSW,” Mrs
Taylor said.

Minister for Education and Early Learning Sarah Mitchell said School Wellbeing
Nurses are an invaluable addition to a school’s broader learning and support team,
contributing to the provision of an integrated, holistic approach to supporting student
wellbeing.

“Wellbeing Nurses are trusted figures within the school community, who provide a safe
and confidential place for children, young people and their families to seek advice
about health and wellbeing supports,” Ms Mitchell said.

The NSW Government has committed $46.8 million over four years to June 2024 to
fund 100 wellbeing nurses, who are employed by NSW Health and co-located in select
metropolitan, regional and rural public schools.
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These positions are in addition to the six wellbeing nurses funded by the NSW
Government until June 2023 in Cooma, Deniliquin, Lithgow, Murwillumbah, Tumut and
Young as part of a pilot program.

An interactive map showing the NSW public schools where wellbeing nurses are
located is available on the NSW Health website.
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https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/kidsfamilies/youth/Pages/whin-coordinator-program.aspx

